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eradicating a deep-seated evil, such as corruption, which is not condemned by the society in which the evil-doers mix. Horace, with characteristic acuteness, placed his finger on the right spot when he exclaimed: Quid leges sine moribus! The abuses which Augustus strove manfully to combat, though greatly mitigated in intensity, still continued to exist. The harshness and oppression of republican times were rivalled, in the days of Commodus, by that Syrian Governor (Pescennius Niger), who aspired to be Emperor and lost his life in the attempt, and who, on being petitioned by the inhabitants of his province to accord some relief of taxation, brutally replied that he regretted that he could not tax the air which they breathed.1
If we turn to the spirit which, in the first instance at all events, animated the merchant rulers of India and their agents, we cannot find much to gratify our national pride. The methods which they adopted did not differ
1 "Idem Palsestinis rogantibus, ut eorum censitio leva-retur idcirco, quod esset gravata, respondit: <Vos terras vestras levari censitione vultis; ego vero etiam aerem ves-trum censere vellem'" (Spartianus, "Pescennii Nigri Vita/' c. vii.).
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